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INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

075824 182004Z/66 

R 180603Z OCT 77 
EM AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3553 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL lERUSALEM 

SECRET AMMAN 7626 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EAID, JO, US, IS 

SUBJECT : MAQARIN WATER RIGHTS 

REE A. STATE 245716, B. STATE 239276 

1 . PER REE A, AMBASSADOR AND AID OFFICIAL MET WITH OMAR 
ABDULLAH, PRESIDENT OF JORDAN VALLEY AUTHORITY, AND GAVE 
HIM COPY OF ISRAELI RESPONSE TO U.S. DRAFT PAPER. AMBASSADOR 
THEN WENT OVER IN DETAIL WITH ABDULLAH OUR REACTION TO 
PREAMBLE AND EACH OF NUMBERED PARAGRAPHS IN ISRAELI PAPER, 

EMPHASIZING OUR BELIEF THAT JORDANIANS SHOULD PREPARE OWN 
COUNTER-PROPOSAL FOR US TO PRESENT TO ISRAELIS. 

2. AT SAME TIME, ABDULLAH WAS GIVEN MAP OF ADASIYE 
TRIANGLE WATER USAGE AND TABLES ISRAEL HAD PROVIDED US; 

IT WAS SUGGESTED JORDANIANS MIGHT WANT TO STUDY DATA IN 
DEPT EOR FUTURE USE AS NEGOTIATIONS ON MAQARIN 
PROCEED. 

3. AS EXPECTED, ABUDLLAH FENDED OFE ALL POLITICAL 
ISSUES RAISED BY ISRAELI SUGGESTIONS OF DIRECT 
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NEGOTIATIONS AND WRITTEN AGREEMENT. CROWN PRINCE HASSAN, 

CURRENTLY ON FAR EAST TOUR, WILL BE RETURNING TO JORDAN 
OCT 29, AND WILL BE PROVIDING POLITICAL INPUT TO 
JORDANIAN REACTION. WITH REGARD TO TECHNICAL QUESTIONS, 

ABUDLLAH SAID HE WOULD STUDY PAPER. HE COMMENTED IN 
GENERAL THAT TOTALITY OF ISRAELIS RESPONSE SEEMED TO 
INDICATE THEY WERE STALLING. AMBASSADOR RESPONDED IT 
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IN JORDANIAN INTEREST, THEREEORE, TO MOVE MATTERS QUICKLY 
AND COME UP WITH COUNTER-PROPOSAL. HE MENTIONED, IN THIS 
REGARD, FEBRUARY, 1978 TIMEFRAME EOR RESOLVING DIEEERENCES. 
AMBASSADOR WILL BE BRIEEING KING HUSSEIN ON ISRAELI PAPER 
IN NEXT FEW DAYS AND WILL ALSO BE SENDING MESSAGE TO CP 
HASSAN IN PAR EAST TO PACILITATE SPEEDY DEVELOPMENT OF 
JORDANIAN COUNTER POSITION. IT CLEAR, THOUGH, THEY WILL 
HAVE NOTHING PIRM EOR US UNTIL ALTER HASSAN'S RETURN. 

4. PER REF B, ABDULLAH ALSO GIVEN COPY OP BAXTER'S 
LEGAL STUDY. 

PICKERING 
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